REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT IN

n

ReruGees IN OREGON

The United States has been a leader in welcoming refugees who seek safety from persecution Where are 'T'Uﬂ
based on their race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular social FEngBEE in
group. Following World War I, the U.S. began welcoming refugees and over time the system has Oregon from?
evolved to have a strong infrastructure centered on public-private partnerships. Communities

across the U.S. have recognized the important economic and social benefits of resettling Ukraine

refugees. Oregon residents have played a vital role in the resettlement program and refugees |raq

have positively contributed to OR communities. In 2016, organizations and communities across Somalia
Oregon welcomed 2% of refugees arriving in the U.S. In 2016 Oregon welcomed 1,293 refugees Bhutan

and 188 unaccompanied children who were released to the care and custody of sponsors.

SERVICES AVAILABLE TO REFUGEES IN OREGON

In addition to programming to support refugees when they first arrive to the United States, the federal government provides
monetary aid through grants to the state, Voluntary Agencies, and other refugee aid organizations for community and
short-term refugee support. The Department of Human Services serves as the refugee resettlement office for the state.
Primary program services include cash and medical assistance, access to English language classes, vocational and
employment assistance. Discretionary grants are also awarded to private agencies for various other self-sufficiency
programs.

FeperaL FY16 ORR Funbing To OreGon For ReFuGee PRoGRAMS

. . Refugee State Refugee Family Service
Total Cash & Medical Refugeg Social School Elderly Health Targeted Cu!)ai\n- Child Care Survivors of
Assistance Services Impact . . Haitian . .
Promotion  Assistance Microenterprise Torture
$4,780,526 $2,125,000 $1,030,753 $272,005  $97,200 $110,000 $497,256 $95,252 $187,500 $365,560

“There’s a pipeline,” Dar says.
"Kids who have gone through
the program and are now

ReFUGEES MAKE OREGON STRONG
Lopez Lomong, resident of Lake Oswego, escaped the Sudanese civil war after being

studying at Lewis and Clark, or
PCC or PSU, come back to
tutor kids af Wilson; the Wilson
kids help out at Jackson; the
Jackson kids help out at
Markham."

-Dar. Director of the African
Youth and Community

kidnapped from Catholic Mass and forced to join the Sudan People’s Liberation Army
(PLA). Because he could not carry an AK-47, he was left to die in a PLA camp.
Instead, he found refuge in the United States as one of the Lost Boys of Sudan. He
escaped his captors by running for three days into neighboring Kenya, and he
continues to run today participating in both the 2008 and 2012 Olympics in track and
field. Utilizing his icon status and drawing from his past, Lopez founded the 4 South
Sudan team. This team is a partnership between the Lopez Lomong Foundation and
World Vision to provide clean water, health care, education and nutrition to the people
of South Sudan. After receiving new opportunities as a refugee in the United States,
Lopez has taken responsibility to help those who were not as fortunate as he was.

Organization.

LocaL REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT OFFICES AND AFFILIATES IN OREGON
CWS, Sponsors Organized to Assist Refugees, Portland

LIRS, Lutheran Community Services Northwest, Portland
USCCB, Catholic Charities, Portland

USCCB, Remote Placement Oregon

In addition to these agencies, many ethnic community-based organizations (ECBOs) exist throughout the state to help
various refugee communities integrate and succeed in their new homes. These organizations are run by refugees to aid in
the resettlement of fellow refugees by providing a variety of direct services, increasing civic participation, and preserve the
community’s cultural identity and history.

Refugee Council USA


http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c125.html
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/about/collaborations-and-partnerships
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/resource/ffy-2013-14-state-of-oregon-orr-funded-programs
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/orr/statistical_abstract_for_refugee_resettlement_stakeholders_508.pdf
http://www.state.gov/j/prm/ra/receptionplacement/index.htm
http://www.oregon.gov/dhs/assistance/pages/refugee/index.aspx
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/resource/ffy-2012-13-state-of-oregon-funded-programs

