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At least 17,700 refugees lived in 

Kentucky as of 2017, with most 

arriving from the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Bosnia, 

Bhutan, Burma, and Ukraine. 

Just under half (43%) of 

refugees in Kentucky have 

become US citizens, and 

Kentucky-based refugees have 

8,000 US-born citizen children. 

https://cmsny.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/CCUSA-CRS-USCCB-US-Refugee-Resettlement-Report.pdf
https://cmsny.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/CCUSA-CRS-USCCB-US-Refugee-Resettlement-Report.pdf
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The majority of Kentucky-

based refugees have some 

English skills, including 30% 

over the age of 5 speaking 

English as their primary 

language or speaking 

English very well. 

About 94% of refugees in 

Kentucky in the labor force are 

employed. They are vital parts 

of the e-commerce, food, and 

transportation industries.  



 
 

Table A. Top 10 Industries Employing Refugees 

Industry Number 

Table B. Top 10 Occupations of Refugees in Kentucky 

Occupation Number 

Source: Center for Migration Studies of New York 2019. Unpublished estimates based on 

2017 1-Year American Community Survey data and Department of Homeland Security data 

on refugee admissions, 1987-2017. 

 


